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was now fully appreciated; and Choiseul spared
nothing to endow the kingdom with one. In 1757
the island of Aix "was taken by the English; in 1758
they blockaded our ships off Toulon and did not
succeed in landing at Saint-Cast.

The proposal of a descent on Great Britain,
approved by Louis XV, cast London into a state
of panic; William Pitt painted the horrors of such
an invasion, and the people were roused to in-
dignation, as they "were to be later in similar cir-
cumstances. But the French fleet, cut in two by the
English, was forced to abandon that attempt. At
Cape St. Vincent the Mediterranean squadron
suffered total disaster, while Conflans* ships in-
curred heavy losses in the estuary of the Vilaine.
The blockade of the French ports had been success-
ful, and our fleet's inferiority had been increased
by numerous engagements "where twenty-nine ships
of the line and thirty-five frigates had been lost,
despite their commandants* heroism and ability.

In India, Robert Clive was extending the English
possessions, and by the victory of Plassy made his
country master of Bengal. After Dupleix* departure
Bussy de Decan had wisely administered our
possessions. Appointed governor in 1756, Lally-
Tollendal drove the English from the Coromandel
coast, and found himself besieged in Pondichery.
For several months "with seven hundred soldiers
he resisted an army of twenty-two thousand men
and a fleet of fourteen vessels of the line.